Transition from precopulatory to copulatory behaviour in male rats with lesions in medial preoptic area: dependence on precopulatory pattern of female.
In the present study, both the precopulatory behaviour and the copulatory readiness of male rats following the bilateral medial preoptic area lesions was compared with their intact states. In behavioural testing, the intensity of female precopulatory behaviour was used as an experimental variable. The results showed that the natural threshold of copulatory readiness of males was increased in the lesioned state, the animals were more dependent on the soliciting patterns of the female. However, all the males exhibited conspicuous precopulatory behaviour towards the stimulus females used. Apparently, further brain structures participate in the regulation of sexual behaviour of males, above all, in activation or maintenance of precopulatory activity.